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Lamsdorff a cable message in which lie said lie had laid
the note before his August Majesty, that His Majesty was
"much moved by the sentiments expressed by the Presi-
dent," and that with regard to the proposed meeting, in
order to see if it is not possible for the two powers to agree
to terms of peace, the "Imperial Government had no
objection in principle to that endeavor if the Japanese
Government expressed a like desire."

The effect of this message is thus described by the
President :

"This note is of course much less satisfactory than
Japan's, for it shows a certain slyness and an endeavor to
avoid anything like a definite committal, which most nat-
urally irritated Japan, while at the same time, as it used
the very words of my identical note, it did not offer grounds
for backing out of the negotiations. But Japan now started
to play the fool. It sent a request for me to get a cate-
gorical answer from Eussia as to whether she would ap-
point plenipotentiaries who would have full power to make
peace, and hinted that otherwise Japan did not care for
the meeting. Meanwhile Eussia had proposed Paris for
the place of meeting, and Japan Chef oo. Each declined to
accept the other's proposition. I then made a counter
proposition of The Hague, which was transmitted to both
Governments. It was crossed, however, by a proposition
from Eussia that the meeting should take place in Wash-
ington. Japan answered my proposition positively declin-
ing to go to Europe and expressing its preference for the
United States, as being half way between Europe and Asia.
Eussia having first suggested Washington, I promptly
closed and notified both Japan and Eussia that I had thus
accepted Washington."

The succeeding few days were very busy ones for the
President. He had to soothe the Japanese Ambassador on
the question of a categorical answer from Eussia as to the
full powers of the Eussian plenipotentiaries and convince
the Czar that having once accepted Washington as the